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STATEWIDE FURBEARER HUNTING AND TRAPPING SEASONS
1986-87

HUNTING SEASONS
Proclamations 86-8, 86-11 and 86-13
Coyote, Groundhog, Skunk and Beaver!
Year around No limit
Daylight hours only

1 Beaver hunting season closed in that portion of Tennessee bounded
on the west by both Highways 127 and 68.

Bobcat?, Red Fox3, Gray Fox, Mink, Muskrat and Weasel

Nov. 21 thru Feb. 15 No limit

Daylight hours only

2 Limit on bobcats is one per day.

3 Special regulations apply to fox hunting in the following counties:
Benton - Season closed on red fox (Ch. 549, Private Acts, 1953).

Dtyer - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or season
ot the year (Ch. 140, Private Acts, 1967).

Greene - Unlawful to take or kill foxes (Public Ch. 222, Senate
Bill 1034, 4/85, not codified to 70-4-103).

Lauderdale - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or
season of the year (Ch. 76, Private Acts, 1967).

Smith - Lawful at all times and seasons to chase, kill or capture
by dog, gun, trap or otherwise any kind of wild fox (Ch. 156,
Private Acts, 1953).

Washington - Unlawful to take or kill foxes (70-4-103).

Wilson - Lawful to capture and kill, by ahy means, at any season
of the year, any kind of wild fox (Ch. 311, Private Acts, 1953).




Raccoon and Opossum No limit on opossum
Counties west of and including Highway 27
Nov. 7 thru Feb. 9 1 per person per night
Training Season
Year around except where restricted by TCA 70-4-122
Counties which lie entirely east of Highway 27
Nov. 7 thru Dec. 20 1 per party per night
Party defined as all the occupants of one vehicle.
Training Season (TCA 70-4-112 and Proc. 86-8)
Sept. 1 thru April 10

1986-87
TRAPPING SEASONS
Proclamations 86-11 and 86-13
Coyote, Groundhog and Beaver!
Year around No limit

1 Beaver trapping season closed in that portion of Tenessee bounded on
the west by both Highways 127 and 68.

Bobcat, Red Fox2, Gray Fox2, Mink, Muskrat, Opossum, Skunk and Weasel
Nov. 21 thru Feb. 15 No limit
2 Special regulations apply to fox hunting in the following coﬁnties:
Benton - Season closed on red fox (Ch. 549, Private Acts, 1953).

er - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or season
of the year (Ch. 140, Private Acts, 1967).

Greene . Unlawful to take or kill foxes (Public Ch. 222, Senate
Bill 103%, 4/85, not codified to 70-4-103).

Lauderdale - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or
season of the year (Ch. 76, Private Acts, 1967).




Smith - Lawful at all times and seasons to chase, kill or capture
by dog, gun, trap or otherwise any kind of wild fox (Ch. 156,
Private Acts, 1953).

Washington - Unlawful to take or kill foxes (70-4-103).

Wilson - Lawful to capture and kill, by any means, at any season
of the year, any kind of wild fox (Ch. 311, Private Acts, 1953).

Raccoon
Counties west of and including Highway 27
Dec 1 thru Dec 31 No limit
Counties which lie entirely east of Highway 27
Season closed |
Specific Regulations

All trapping devices must be clearly marked with owner's name. All traps must
be inspected every 36 hours or less and animals removed. When trapping on
another's property, the trapper must carry on his person written permission
from the landowner and make a written report to the owner of any domestic
animal caught and pay damages for animals so caught (TCA 70-4-120).

Legal Traps

Number 4 steel leg-hold traps and smaller steel traps must be placed at least
12 inches inside the entrance to a hollow or hole, except in the case of a water
set (TCA 70-4-120 and Proc. 86-11).

Cushion-hold traps - Woodstream Soft-Catch traps are the only legal cushion-
hold traps available on the market at this time, and the original design cannot
be modified. Chain extensions not to exceed 2 inches are permitted in
attaching the staking swivel to the stake. Additional attachments to the trap
are not allowed for staking purposes. Soft-Catch traps are the only steel traps
legal for trapping in the open and on top of the ground provided that the
trapper has specific written permission to use the trap from the landowner
(TCA 70-1-101 and 70-4-120 and Proc 86-11).

Instant-kill traps with jaw measurements no greater than 10x10 inches and
smaller (Proc. 86-11).

Live Traps - Those traps that act as a cage after capture (Proc. 86-11).

Steel cable snares having a minimum cable diameter of 5/64 inch and
maximum cable diameter of 3/32 inch. Spring activated snares prohibited
(Proc. 86-11). Use of snares in the eastern grand division of the state
prohibited (TCA 70-4-120).
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STATEWIDE FURBEARER HUNTING AND TRAPPING SEASONS
1987-88

HUNTING SEASONS
Proclamations 86-8, 87-6 and 87-8
Coyote, Groundhog, Skunk and Beaver!
Year around No limit
Daylight hours only

1 Beaver hunting season closed in that portion of Tennessee bounded
on the west by both Highways 127 and 68.

Bobcat2?, Red Fox3, Gray Fox, Mink, Muskrat and Weasel
Nov. 20 thru Feb. 15 No limit
Daylight hours only
2 Limit on bobcats is one per day.
3 Special regulations apply to fox hunting in the following counties:
Benton - Season closed on red fox (Ch. 549, Private Acts, 1953).

nyer - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or season
of the year (Ch. 140, Private Acts, 1967).

Greene - Unlawful to take or kill foxes (Public Ch. 222, Senate
Bill 1034, 4/85, not codified to 70-4-103).

Lauderdale - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or
season of the year (Ch. 76, Private Acts, 1967).

Smith - Lawful at all times and seasons to chase, kill or capture
by dog, gun, trap or otherwise any kind of wild fox (Ch. 156,
Private Acts, 1953).

Washington - Unlawful to take or kill foxes (70-4-103).

Wilson - Lawful to capture and kill, by any means, at any season
of the year, any kind of wild fox (Ch. 311, Private Acts, 1953).
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Raccoon and Opossum No limit on opossum

West Tennessee Unit - That portion of Tennessee west of Kentucky Lake
and Pickwick Lake

Nov. 6 thru Feb. 8 2 per person per night
Training Season
Year around except where restricted by TCA 70-4-122
Middle Tennessee Unit - That portion of Tennessee east of Kentucky Lake
and Pickwick Lake, west of Highway 27 and counties bisected by
Highway 27
Nov. 6 thru Feb. 8 1 per person per night
Training Season

Year around except where restricted by TCA 70-4-122

East Tennessee Unit - Those counties in Tennessee which lie in their
entirety east of Highway 27

Nov. 7 thru Dec. 20 1 per party per night
Party defined as all the occupants of one vehicle.

Training Season (TCA 70-4-112 and Proc. 86-8)

Sept. 1 thru April 10

1987-88
TRAPPING SEASONS
Proclamations 87-6 and 87-8
Coyote, Groundhog and Beaver!
Year around No limit

1 Beaver trapping season closed in that portion of Tennessee bounded
on the west by both Highways 27 and 68.

Bobcat, Red Fox2, Gmf Fox2, Mink, Muskrat, Opossum, Skunk and Weasel
Nov. 20 thru Feb. 15 No limit

14



2 Special regulations apply to fox hunting in the following counties:
Benton - Season closed on red fox (Ch. 549, Private Acts, 1953).

Dtyer - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or season
of the year (Ch. 140, Private Acts, 1967).

Greene - Unlawful to take or kill foxes (Public Ch. 222, Senate
Bill 1034, 4/85, not codified to 70-4-103).

Lauderdale - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or
season of the year (Ch. 76, Private Acts, 1967).

Smith - Lawful at all times and seasons to chase, kill or capture
by dog, gun, trap or otherwise any kind of wild fox (Ch. 156,
Private Acts, 1953).

Washington - Unlawful to take or kill foxes (70-4-103).

Wilson - Lawful to capture and kill, by any means, at any season
of the year, any kind of wild fox (Ch. 311, Private Acts, 1953).

Raccoon
West Tennessee Unit - That portion of Tennessee west of Kentucky Lake
and Pickwick Lake
Nov. 20 thru Feb. 15 No limit

Middle Tennessee Unit - That portion of Tennessee east of Kentucky Lake
and Pickwick Lake, west of Highway 27 and counties bisected by
Highway 2.

Dec 1 thru Dec 31 No limit

East Tennessee Unit - Those counties in Tennessee which lie in their
entirety east of Highway 27

Season closed

Specific Regulations

All trapping devices must be clearly marked with owner's name. All traps must
be inspected every 36 hours or less and animals removed. When trapping on
another's property, the trapper must carry on his person written permission
from the landowner and make a written report to the owner of any domestic
animal caught and pay damages for animals so caught (TCA 70-4-120).




Legal Traps

Number 4 steel leg-hold traps and smaller steel traps must be placed at least
12 inches inside the entrance to a hollow or hole, except in the case of a water
set (TCA 70-4-120 and Proc. 87-6). :

Cushion-hold traps - Woodstream Soft-Catch traps are the only legal cushion-
hold traps available on the market at this time, and the original design cannot
be modified. Chain extensions not to exceed 2 inches are permitted in
attaching the staking swivel to the stake. Additional attachments to the trap
are not allowed for staking purposes. Soft-Catch traps are the only steel traps
legal for trapping in the open and on top of the ground provided that the
trapper has specific written permission to use the trap from the landowner
(TCA 70-1-101 and 70-4-120 and Proc 87-6).

Instant-kill traps with jéw measurements no greater than 10x10 inches and
smaller (Proc. 87-6).

Live Traps - Those traps that act as a cage after capture (Proc. 87-6).
Steel cable snares having a minimum cable diameter of 5/64 inch and
maximum cable diameter of 3/32 inch. Spring activated snares prohibited

(Proc. 87-6). Use of snares in the eastern grand division of the state prohibited
(TCA 70-4-120).
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STATEWIDE FURBEARER HUNTING AND TRAPPING SEASONS
1988-89

HUNTING SEASONS
Proclamations 86-8, 88-3 and 88-5
Coyote, Groundhog, Skunk and Beaver!
Year around No limit
Daylight hours only

1 Beaver hunting season closed in that portion of Tennessee bounded
on the west by both Highways 127 and 68, excluding Polk County.

Bobcat2, Red Fox3, Gray Fox, Mink, Muskrat and Weasel
Nov. 18 thru Feb. 15 No limit
Daylight hours only
2 Limit on bobcats is one per day.
3 Special regulations apply to fox hunting in the following counties:
Benton - Season closed on red fox (Ch. 549, Private Acts, 1953).

Dtyer - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or season
of the year (Ch. 140, Private Acts, 1967).

Greene - Unlawful to take or kill foxes (Public Ch. 222, Senate
Bill 1034, 4/85, not codified to 70-4-103). ‘

Lauderdale - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or
season of the year (Ch. 76, Private Acts, 1967).

Smith - Lawful at all times and seasons to chase, kill or capture
by dog, gun, trap or otherwise any kind of wild fox (Ch. 156,
Private Acts, 1953).

Washington - Unlawful to take or kill foxes (70-4-103).

Wilson - Lawful to capture and kill, by any means, at any season
of the year, any kind of wild fox (Ch. 311, Private Acts, 1953).
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Raccoon and Opossum No limit on opossum

West Tennessee Unit - That portion of Tennessee west of Kentucky Lake
and Pickwick Lake

Nov. 4 thru Feb. 13 2 per person per night

Training Season

Year around except where restricted by TCA 70-4-122
Middle Tennessee Unit - That portion of Tennessee east of Kentucky Lake
and Pickwick Lake, west of Highway 27 and counties bisected by
Highway 27

Nov. 4 thru Feb. 13 1 per person per night

Training Season

Year around except where restricted by TCA 70-4-122

East Tennessee Unit - Those counties in Tennessee which lie in their
entirety east of Highway 27

Nov. 4 thru Dec. 20 1 per party per night
Party defined as all the occupants of one vehicle.

Training Season (TCA 70-4-112 and Proc. 86-8)

Sept. 1 thru April 10

1988-89
TRAPPING SEASONS
Proclamations 88-3 and 88-5
Coyote, Groundhog and Beaver!
Year around No limit

1 Beaver trapping season closed in that portion of Tennessee bounded
on the west by both Highways 127 and 68, excluding Polk County.

Bobcat, Red Fox?2, Gray Fox2, mnk. Muskrat, Opossum, Skunk and Weasel
Nov. 18 thru Feb. 15 No limit
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2 Special regulations apply to fox hunting in the following counties:
Benton - Season closed on red fox (Ch. 549, Private Acts, 1953).

nyer - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or season
of the year (Ch. 140, Private Acts, 1967).

Greene - Unlawful to take or kill foxes (Public Ch. 222, Senate
Bill 1034, 4/85, not codified to 70-4-103).

Lauderdale - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or
season of the year (Ch. 76, Private Acts, 1967).

Smith - Lawful at all times and seasons to chase, kill or capture
by dog, gun, trap or otherwise any kind of wild fox (Ch. 156,
Private Acts, 1953).

Washington - Unlawful to take or kill foxes (70-4-103).

Wilson - Lawful to capture and kill, by any means, at any season
of the year, any kind of wild fox (Ch. 311, Private Acts, 1953).

Raccoon
West Tennessee Unit - That portion of Tennessee west of Kentucky Lake
and Pickwick Lake
Nov. 18 thru Feb. 15 No limit

Middle Tennessee Unit - That portion of Tennessee east of Kentucky Lake
and Pickwick Lake, west of Highway 27 and counties bisected by
Highway 27

Dec 1 thru Dec 31 No Limit

East Tennessee Unit - Those counties in Tennessee Whichvlie in their
entirety east of Highway 27

Season closed
Specific Regulations

All trapping devices must be clearly marked with owner's name. All traps must
be inspected every 36 hours or less and animals removed. When trapping on
another's property, the trapper must carry on his person written permission
from the landowner and make a written report to the owner of any domestic
animal caught and pay damages for animals so caught (TCA 70-4-120).

Legal Traps
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Number 4 steel leg-hold traps and smaller steel traps must be placed at least
12 inches inside the entrance to a hollow or hole, except in the case of a water
set (TCA 70-4-120 and Proc. 88-3).

Cushion-hold traps - Woodstream Soft-Catch traps are the only legal cushion-
hold traps available on the market at this time, and the original design cannot
be modified. Chain extensions not to exceed 2 inches are permitted in
attaching the staking swivel to the stake. Additional attachments to the trap
are not allowed for staking purposes. Soft-Catch traps are the onlg steel traps
legal for trapping in the open and on top of the ground provided that the
trapper has specific written permission to use the trap from the landowner
(TCA 70-1-101 and 70-4-120 and Proc 88-3). :

Instant-kill traps with jaw measurements no greater than 10x10 inches and
smaller (Proc. 88-3).

Live Traps - Those traps that act as a cage after capture (Proc. 88-3).
Steel cable snares having a minimum cable diameter of 5/64 inch and
maximum cable diameter of 3/32 inch. Spring activated snares prohibited

(Proc. 88-3). Use of snares in the eastern grand division of the state and in
Dickson and Hickman counties prohibited (TCA 70-4-120).
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FUR DERLER REPORT 1988-89

PELTS TAKEN BY COUNTY

DATA

TRILS

RIDES

RED STRIPED SPOTTED BERVER COYOTE BOBCAT WEASEL DEER SOUIRREL OTHER MISSING TOTAL

FOX  SKUNK  SKUNK

GRAY
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RACCOON MUSKRAT OPDSSUM  MINK
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1989-1990 SEASON
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STATEWIDE FURBEARER HUNTIgg AND TRAPPING SEASONS
1989-

. HUNTING SEASONS
Proclamations 86-8, 89-5 and 89-7
Coyote, Groundhog, Skunk and Beaver!
Year around No limit
Daylight hours only

1 Beaver hunting season closed in that portion of Tennessee bounded
on the west by both Highways 127 and 68, excluding Polk County.

Bobcat2, Red Fox3, Gray Fox, Mink, Muskrat and Weasel
Nov. 17 thru Feb. 15 No limit
Daylight hours only
2 Limit on bobcats is one per day.
3 Special regulations apply to fox hunting in the following counties:
Benton - Season closed on red fox (Ch. 549, Private Acts, 1953).

nyer - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or season
ot the year (Ch. 140, Private Acts, 1967).

Greene - Unlawful to take or kill foxes (Public Ch. 222, Senate
Bill 1034, 4/85, not codified to 70-4-103).

Lauderdale - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or
season of the year (Ch. 76, Private Acts, 1967).

Smith - Lawful at all times and seasons to chase, kill or capture
by dog, gun, trap or otherwise any kind of wild fox (Ch. 156,
Private Acts, 1953).

Washington - Unlawful to take or kill foxes (70-4-103).

Wilson - Lawful to capture and kill, by any means, at any season
of the year, any kind of wild fox (Ch. 311, Private Acts, 1953).
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Raccoon and Opossum No limit on opossum

West Tennessee Unit - That portion of Tennessee west of Kentucky Lake
and Pickwick Lake

Nov. 3 thru Feb. 12 2 per person per night
Training Season
Year around except where restricted by TCA 70-4-122
Middle Tennessee Unit - That portion of Tennessee east of Kentucky Lake
and Pickwick Lake, west of Highway 27 and counties bisected by
Highway 27
Nov. 3 thru Feb. 12 1 per person per night
Training Season

Year around except where restricted by TCA 70-4-122

East Tennessee Unit - Those counties in Tennessee which lie in their
entirety east of Highway 27

Nov. 3 thru Dec. 20 1 per party per night
Party defined as all the occupants of one vehicle.

Training Season (TCA 70-4-112 and Proc. 86-8)

Sept. 1 thru April 10

1989-90
TRAPPING SEASONS
Proclamations 89-5 and 89-7
Coyote, Groundhog and Beaver!
Year around No limit

1 Beaver trapping season closed in that portion of Tennessee bounded
on the west by both Highways 127 and 68, excluding Polk County.

l(?;obcat. Red Fox2, Gray Fox2, Mink, Muskrat, Opossum, Skunk, Weasel and
tters

Nov. 17 thru Feb. 15 No limit
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2 Special regulations apply to fox hunting in the following counties:
Benton - Season closed on red fox (Ch. 549, Private Acts, 1953).

nyer - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or season
of the year (Ch. 140, Private Acts, 1967).

Greene - Unlawful to take or kill foxes (Public Ch. 222, Senate
Bill 1034, 4/85, not codified to 70-4-103).

Lauderdale - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or
season of the year (Ch. 76, Private Acts, 1967).

Smith - Lawful at all times and seasons to chase, kill or capture
by dog, gun, trap or otherwise any kind of wild fox (Ch. 156,
Private Acts, 1953).

Washington - Unlawful to take or kill foxes (70-4-103).

Wilson - Lawful to capture and kill, by any means, at any season
of the year, any kind of wild fox (Ch. 311, Private Acts, 1953).

3 Experimental trapping season. All river otter harvested must be
tagged in accordance to TWRA regulations. :

Raccoon
West Tennessee Unit - That portion of Tennessee west of Kentucky Lake
and Pickwick Lake
Nov. 17 thru Feb. 15 No limit

Middle Tennessee Unit - That portion of Tennessee east of Kentucky Lake
and Pickwick Lake, west of Highway 27 and counties bisected by
Highway 27

Dec 1 thru Dec 31 No Limit

East Tennessee Unit - Those counties in Tennessee which lie in their
entirety east of Highway 27

Season closed




Specific Regulations

All trapping devices must be clearly marked with owner's name. All traps must
be inspected every 36 hours or less and animals removed. When trapping on
another's property, the trapper must carry on his person written permission
from the landowner and make a written report to the owner of any domestic
animal caught and pay damages for animals so caught (TCA 70-4-120).

Legal Traps

Number 4 steel leg-hold traps and smaller steel traps must be placed at least
12 inches inside the entrance to a hollow or hole, except in the case of a water
set (TCA 70-4-120 and Proc. 89-5). :

Cushion-hold traps - Woodstream Soft-Catch traps are the only legal cushion-
hold traps available on the market at this time, and the original design cannot
be modified. Chain extensions not to exceed 2 inches are permitted in
attaching the staking swivel to the stake. Additional attachments to the trap
are not allowed for staking purposes. Soft-Catch traps are the only steel traps
legal for trapping in the open and on top of the ground provided that the
trapper has specific written permission to use the trap from the landowner
(TCA 70-1-101 and 70-4-120 and Proc 89-5).

Instant-kill traps with jaw measurements no greater than 10x10 inches and
smaller (Proc. 89-5).

Live Traps - Those traps that act as a cage after capture (Proc. 89-5).
Steel cable snares having a minimum cable diameter of 5/64 inch and
maximum cable diameter of 3/32 inch. Spring activated snares prohibited

(Proc. 89-5). Use of snares in the eastern grand division of the state and in
Dickson and Hickman counties prohibited (TCA 70-4-120).
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DATA

HIDES TRILS

FUR DEALER REPORT 1989-90
RED STRIPED SPOTTED BERVER COYOTE BOBCAT WERSEL DEER SQUIRREL OTTER MISSING TOTAL

FOX  SKUNK  SKUNK

PELTS SOLD IN TENNESSEE BY STATE OF ORIGIN

FOX

RACCOON MUSKRAT OPOSSUM MINK  GRAY

STATE

100

QSQQ

Q&OO

ALABAMA
ARKANSAS
CALIFORNIA
COLORADO
GEORGIA

70

ILLINOIS
INDIANA

MICHIGRN
MISSOURI
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STATEWIDE FURBEARER HUNTING AND TRAPPING SEASONS
1990-91

'HUNTING SEASONS
Proclamations 90-7 and 90-12
Coyote, Groundhog, Skunk and Beaver!
Year around No limit
Daylight hours only |

1 Beaver hunting season closed in that portion of Tennessee bounded
on the west by both Highways 127 and 68, excluding Polk County.

Bobcat2?, Red Foxs3, Grdy Fox, Mink, Muskrat and Weasel
Nov. 16 thru Feb. 15 No limit
Daylight hours only
2 Limit on bobcats is one per day.
3 Special regulations apply to fox hunting in the following counties:
Benton - Season closed on red fox (Ch. 549, Private Acts, 1953).

er - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or season
of the year (Ch. 140, Private Acts, 1967).

Greene - Unlawful to take or kill foxes (Public Ch. 222, Senate
Bill 1034, 4/85, not codified to 70-4-103).

Lauderdale - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or
season of the year (Ch. 76, Private Acts, 1967).

Smith - Lawful at all times and seasons to chase, kill or capture
by dog, gun, trap or otherwise any kind of wild fox (Ch. 156,
Private Acts, 1953).

Washington - Unlawful to take or kill foxes (70-4-103).

Wilson - Lawful to capture and kill, by any means, at any season
of the year, any kind of wild fox (Ch. 311, Private Acts, 1953).




Raccoon and Opossum No limit on opossum

West Tennessee Unit - That portion of Tennessee west of Kentucky Lake
and Pickwick Lake

Nov. 2 thru Feb. 11 2 per person per night

Training Season

Year around except where restricted by TCA 70-4-122
Middle Tennessee Unit - That portion of Tennessee east of Kentucky Lake
and Pickwick Lake, west of Highway 27 and counties bisected by
Highway 27

Nov. 2 thru Feb. 11 1 per person per night

Training Season _

Year around except where restricted by TCA 70-4-122

East Tennessee Unit - Those counties in Tennessee which lie in their
entirety east of Highway 27

Nov. 2 thru Dec. 20 1 per party per night
Party defined as all the occupants pf one vehicle.

Training Season (TCA 70-4-112)

Sept. 1 thru April 10

1990-91
TRAPPING SEASONS
Proclamations 90-7 and 90-12
Coyote, Groundhog and Beaver!
Year around : No limit

1 Beaver trapping season closed in that portion of Tennessee bounded
on the west by both Highways 127 and 68, excluding Polk County.

gﬂac%t. Red Fox2, Gray Fox2, Mink, Muskrat, Opossum, Skunk, Weasel and
er '

Nov. 16 thru Feb. 15 No limit
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2 Special regulations apply to fox hunting in the following counties:
Benton - Season closed on red fox (Ch. 549, Private Acts, 1953).

nyer - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or season
of the year (Ch. 140, Private Acts, 1967).

Greene - Unlawful to take or kill foxes (Public Ch. 222, Senate
Bill 1034, 4/85, not codified to 70-4-103).

Lauderdale - Foxes may be taken by any means at any time or
season of the year (Ch. 76, Private Acts, 1967).

Smith - Lawful at all times and seasons to chase, kill or cépture
by dog, gun, trap or otherwise any kind of wild fox (Ch. 156,
Private Acts, 1953).

Washington - Unlawful to take or kill foxes (70-4-103).

Wilson - Lawful to capture and kill, by any means, at any season
of the year, any kind of wild fox (Ch. 311, Private Acts, 1953).

3 Experimental trapping season. All river otter harvested must be
tagged in accordance to TWRA regulations.

Raccoon
West Tennessee Unit - That portion of Tennessee west of Kentucky Lake
and Pickwick Lake
Nov. 16 thru Feb. 15 No limit

Middle Tennessee Unit - That portion of Tennessee east of Kentucky Lake
and Pickwick Lake, west of Highway 27 and counties bisected by
Highway 27

Dec 1 thru Dec 31 No Limit

East Tennessee Unit - Those counties in Tennessee which lie in their
entirety east of Highway 27

Season closed
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Specific Regulations

All trapping devices must be clearly marked with owner's name. All traps must
be inspected every 36 hours or less and animals removed. When trapping on
another's property, the trapper must carry on his tﬁerson written permission
from the landowner and make a written report to the owner of any domestic
animal caught and pay damages for animals so caught (TCA 70-4-120).

Legal Traps

Number 4 steel leg-hold traps and smaller steel traps must be placed at least
12 inches inside the entrance to a hollow or hole, except in the case of a water
set (TCA 70-4-120 and Proc. 90-12). _

Cushion-hold traps - Woodstream Soft-Catch traps are the only legal cushion-
hold traps available on the market at this time, and the original design cannot
be modified. Soft-Catch traps are the only steel traps legal for trapping in the
open and on top of the ground provided that the trapper has specific written
permission to use the trap from the landowner (TCA 70-1-101 and 70-4-120
and Proc 90-12).

Instant-kill traps with jaw measurements no greater than 10x10 inches and
smaller (Proc. 90-12).

Live Traps - Those traps that act as a cage after capture (Proc. 90-12).
Steel cable snares having a minimum cable diameter of 5/64 inch and
maximum cable diameter of 3/32 inch. Spring activated snares prohibited

(Proc. 90-12). Use of snares in the eastern grand division of the state and in
Dickson and Hickman counties prohibited (TCA 70-4-120).
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SUMMARY OF THE DEALER PURCHASES
1953/54-1990/91
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SUMMARY OF FUR DEALER PURCHASES 1953/54 - 1990/91

YEAR RACCOON AVERAGE TOTAL
PRICE VALUE

: 1953 9814 $0.54 $5,300
. 1954 7813 $0.79 §6,172
1955 13134 $0.97 §12,740
1956 16480 $1.11 $18,293
19567 7125 $0.79 $5,629
1958 7867 $0.75 $5,900
1959 6854 $1.47 $10,075
1960 10328 $1.55 $16,008
1961 28906 $1.71 $49,429
1962 15273 $1.69 525,811
1963 16377 $1.01 816,541
1964 25090 $1.05 $26,344
1965 - 23212 $1.91 $44,335
1966 23107 $1.32 $30,501
1967 9194 $1.52 $13,975
1968 36449 $3.49 $127,207
1969 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1970 5616 $1.11 $6,234
1971 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1972 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1973 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1974 28010 $11.49 $321,835
1975 18983 $6.50 $123,390
1976 38299 $11.58 $443,502
1977 43368 $10.24 $444,088
1978 56213 $21.07 $1,184,408
1979 58702 $18.79 $1,103,011
1980 46479 $15.12 $702,762
1981 37060 $16.05 $594,813
1982 51182 $15.80 $808,676
1983 36038 $10.42 $375,516
1984 46570 $13.10 $610,067
1985 42458 $11.50 $488,267
1986 58126 $15.15 $880,609
1987 . 39054 $6.77 $264,396
1988 8001 $2.97 $23,762
1989 6903 $1.61 $11,121
1990 1971 $0.53 $1,054

N.D. - NO DATA
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PELTS REPORTED SOLD

RACCOON — FUR DEALER REPORT

LONG TERM TRENDS (1953-1990)
70

-

] K
0 FI S WS S S TN U S WU U S S KNS U NN NS I N S S N S SNV WU NS U VN S S S SN N S N A |

1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1983 1988
YEAR

Thousands
5 8 3
4.;\/\“

RACCOON — AVERAGE PELT PRICES

LONG TERM TRENDS (1953—1990)
25

1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1983 1988
YEAR

62



SUMMARY OF FUR DEALER PURCHASES 1953/54 - 1990/91

YEAR MUSKRAT AVERAGE TOTAL

PRICE VALUE
1953 64881 $0.91 $59,042
1954 67652 $1.36 $92,007
1955 70802 $1.29 $91,335
1956 81827 $0.91 $74,463
19567 - 55283 $§0.82 $46,332
1958 83751 $0.82 $68,676
1959 68259 $0.89 $51,851
1960 56745 $0.74 $41,991
1961 795687 $0.82 $65,237
1962 47216 $1.17 $55,243
1963 62028 $1.27 $78,7176
1964 58770 $1.20 $70,524
1965 82057 $1.68 $137,856
1966 57312 $0.98 $56,166
1967 31874 $0.82 $26,137
1968 75249 $1.10 $82,774
1969 N.D. N.D. .~ N.D.
1970 19448 $1.08 §21,004
1971 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1972 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1973 " N.D. N.D. N.D.
1974 51155 $2.21 $113,0583
1975 25218 $2.60 $65,567
1976 56423 $4.15 $234,155
1977 35495 $3.84 $136,301
1978 39568 $4.66 5184,387
1979 39958 $6.19 $247,340
1980 30234 $6.82 $206,196
1981 23996 $5.28 $126,699
1982 40572 $3.33 $135,105
1983 31401 $3.76 $118,068
1984 31315 $3.40 $106,471
1985 20492 $2.70 $55,328
1986 31767 $4.37 $138,822
1987 31028 $4.36 §135,282
1988 12286 $2.11 $25,974
1989 4933 $§0.82 $4,048
1990 1655 $0.176 $1,258

N.D. - NO DATA
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MUSKRAT — FUR DEALER REPORT

LONG TERM TRENDS (1953—1990)
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SUMMARY OF FUR DEALER PURCHASES 1953/54 - 1990/91

YEAR OPOSSUM AVERAGE TOTAL

PRICE VALUE
1953 26204 $0.13 $3,407
) 1954 10613 $0.12 $1,262
1955 12777 $§0.14 $1,789
1956 9504 $0.13 $1,236
1957 16044 $0.22 $3,530
1958 4725 $0.19 $898
1959 8131 $0.50 $4,066
1960 9697 $0.77 $7,467
1961 30905 $0.49 $15,143
1962 16711 $0.42 $7,019
1963 8317 $0.32 $2,661
1964 13767 $0.33 ‘ $4,543
1965 15126 $0.58 $8,773
1966 10532 $0.34 $3,581
1967 5890 $0.40 $2,356
1968 16778 §0.81 $13,590
1969 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1970 3692 $0.45 $1,661
1971 - N.D. N.D. N.D.
1972 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1973 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1974 34732 $1.34 $46,541
1975 15569 $0.50 $7,785
1876 26009 $2.04 $53,058
1971 30110 $1.88 856,607
1978 43805 $4.78 $209,388
1979 56702 $4.39 $248,922
1980 25302 $2.08 $52,628
1981 15469 $1.81 $27,999
1982 27169 $1.68 $45,644
1983 13208 $1.65 $21,793
1984 10298 $§1.59 $16,374
1985 7212 $1.79 $12,909
1986 13081 $1.80 $23,546
1987 9325 $1.53 $14,267
1988 1611 $0.65 $1,050
1989 - 753 $0.48 $358
1990 308 $0.55 $169

N.D. - NO DATA
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PELTS REPORTED SOLD
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SUMMARY OF FUR DEALER PURCHASES 1953/54 - 1990/91

YEAR MINK AVERAGE TOTAL
; PRICE VALUE
1953 7180 $11.13 $79,913
. 1954 7111 $16.53 $117,545
19585 8310 $15.31 $127,226
1956 5868 $10.77 $63,198
1857 4381 $9.74 $42,671
19568 6108 $10.74 $65,600
1959 3800 $10.34 $39,292
1960 3562 $7.74 827,570
1961 10630 $8.02 $85,253
1962 6895 $9.20 $63,434
1963 ¢t 10202 $8.47 $86,411
1964 13415 $6.58 $88,271
1965 ‘ 13165 $6.44 $84,783
1966 11048 $4.60 $50,821
1967 5890 $4.63 $27,271
1968 14028 $8.30 $116,432
1969 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1970 2537 $4.41 $11,188
1971 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1972 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1973 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1974 7731 $6.80 $52,571
1975 ‘ 2624 $6.00 $15,744
1976 7680 $15.10 $115,968
1977 5556 $9.81 $54,504
1978 6727 $20.50 $137,804
1979 6713 $20.93 $140,503
1980 7908 $19.37 $153,178
1981 5684 $16.82 $95,605
1982 6758 $20.46 $138, 269
1983 5206 $23.50 $122,341
1984 5257 $15.76 $82,850
1985 4459 $15.91 §70,943
1986 6464 $23.94 $154,748
1987 4566 $23.94 $109,310
1988 1889 $22.55 $42,595
1889 919 $16.28 $14,960
1990 442 $14.70 $6,496

N.D. - NO DATA
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SUMMARY OF FUR DEALER PURCHASES 1953/54 - 1990/91

YEAR GRAY AVERAGE TOTAL
. FOX PRICE VALUE
1953 649 $0.18 $117
; 1954 241 $0.17 $41
1955 340 $0.17 $58
1956 283 $0.15 $42
1957 176 $0.15 $26
1958 158 $0.19 $30
1959 142 $0.66 $94
1960 226 $0.51 $115
1961 1037 $0.60 $622
1962 415 $0.54 $224
1963 555 $0.65 $361
1964 1803 $1.24 $2,236
1965 1867 $2.45 $4,574
1966 1568 $1.33 $2,085
1967 541 $1.82 $985
1968 4097 $3.96 $16,224
1969 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1970 799 $2.64 $2,109
1971 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1972 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1973 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1974 6965 $8.87 $61,780
1975 5040 $15.00 $75,600
1976 7945 $24.20 $192,269
1977 8036 $28.00 $225,008
1978 12724 $46.04 $585,813
1979 11459 $48.78 $558,970
1980 2098 $47.82 $435,066
1981 5296 $29.12 $154,220
1982 12365 $31.88 $394,196
1983 8435 $33.36 $281,392
1984 7810 $24.82 $193,844
1985 6684 $19.32 $129,135
1986 10401 $33.18 $345,105
1987 8529 $27.76 $236,765
1988 2199 $11.53 $25,355
1989 799 $6.35 $5,070
1990 245 $3.58 $876

N.D. - NO DATA
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SUMMARY OF FUR DEALER PURCHASES 1953/54 -~ 1990/91

YEAR RED AVERAGE TOTAL
) FOX PRICE VALUE
1953 106 $0.27 $29
) 1954 . 51 $0.17 $9
1955 21 $0.18 $4
1956 | 63 $0.28 $18
1957 23 $0.27 $6
1958 30 $0.33 $10
1959 57 $0.77 $44
1960 95 $0.89 $85
1961 368 $1.54 $567
1962 190 $1.54 $293
1963 212 $1.63 $346
1964 238 $2.01 $478
1965 488 $6.87 $3,353
1966 236 $2.68 $632
1967 141 $3.47 $489
1968 368 $7.60 $2,797
1969 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1970 32 $4.60 $147
1971 N.D. N.D. _ N.D.
1972 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1973 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1974 717 $12.36 $8,862
1975 169 $20.00 - $3,380
1976 124 $35.00 $4,340
1977 0
1978 837 $85.00 $71,145
1979 173 $51.72 $8,948
1980 244 $53.00 $12,932
1981 348 $43.00 $14,964
1982 1366 $29.80 $40,707
1983 874 $33.74 $29,489
1984 1942 $22.17 $43,054
1985 1173 $15.01 $17,607
1986 2341 $22.92 $53,656
1987 1614 $14.15 $22,838
1988 465 $8.48 $3,945
1989 188 $5.47 $1,028
1990 52 $6.04 $314

N.D. - NO DATA




RED FOX — FUR DEALER REPORT

LONG TERM TRENDS (1953-1990)
2500

=
3
—

PELTS REPORTED SOLD
Pk st
o W
& =S
-
[
i
M/__::;.
"
e T

s
iy
14
<
L
L
e

1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1983 1988
YEAR

RED FOX — AVERAGE PELT PRICES

LONG TERM TRENDS (1953—1990)

90
80 |- !
|
60 | .
%50% H\

1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1983 1988

72



SUMMARY OF FUR DEALER PURCHASES 1953/54 - 1990/91

YEAR STRIPED AVERAGE TOTAL
. SKUNK PRICE VALUE
19563 22774 $0.81 $18,447
- 1954 10313 : $1.00 $10,313
1955 7184 $1.08 $7,759
1956 6638 $0.90 $5,974
1957 3371 §1.00 $3,371
1858 1373 $0.91 $1,249
1959 2129 $1.05 $2,235
1960 . 1030 $0.87 $896
1961 2765 $0.60 81,659
1962 1403 $0.61 $856
1963 878 $0.62 $544
1964 1047 $0.59 $618
1965 1368 $0.90 $1,231
1966 1023 $0.60 $614
1967 481 $0.65 $313
1968 © 1643 $1.11 $1,824
1969 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1970 140 $0.50 $70
1971 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1972 N.D. N.D. . N.D.
1973 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1974 952 $2.14 $2,037
1975 779 $2.32 §1,807
1976 15117 $2.50 $3,793
1977 1097 $1.80 - 81,978
1978 17886 $5.06 $9,037
1979 1585 $2.56 $4,058
1980 561 $2.65 $1,487
1981 827 $1.54 $1,274
1982 455 $1.00 $455
1983 78 $1.08 $84
1984 117 $0.97 $75
1985 65 $3.97 5258
1986 93 $1.00 $93
1987 69 $0.98 $68
19088 3 N.D. N.D.
1989 10 N.D. N.D.
1990 0 N.D. N.D.

N.D. - NO DATA
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SUMMARY OF FUR DEALER PURCHASES 1953/54 - 1990/91

YEAR SPOTTED AVERAGE TOTAL
SKUNK PRICE VALUE
1953 20 $0.25 $5
. 1954 11 $0.53 $6
19565 25 $0.61 $15
1956 26 $0.58 315
1957 15 $0.34 "$§5
1958 19 $0.55 $10
1959 11 $0.84 $9
1960 is $0.59 $11
1961 93 $1.02 $95
1962 24 $0.87 $21
1963 43 $2.09 $90
1964 88 $3.06 - 8269
1965 100 $2.56 $256
1966 71 $1.31 $93
1967 32 $0.88 $28
1968 81 $1.28 $104
1969 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1970 10 $1.25 $13
1971 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1972 N.D N.D. N.D.
1973 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1974 91 $1.81 $165
1978 ‘ 35 $1.81 $63
19176 312 $8.00 $2,496
1977 310 $9.33 $2,892
1978 406 $11.45 $4,649
1979 150 $9.76 $1,464
1980 118 $5.26 $621
1981 50 $7.12 $356
1982 82 §2.00 $164
1983 39 N.D. N.D
1984 23 N.D. N.D
1985 9 N.D. N.D
1986 31 N.D. N.D
1987 10 N.D. N.D
1988 0 N.D. N.D
1989 1 N.D. N.D
1990 0 N.D. N.D

N.D. - NO DATA
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SUMMARY OF FUR DEALER PURCHASES 1953/54 - 1990/91

: YEAR BEAVER AVERAGE TOTAL
. PRICE VALUE
1953 N.D. N.D. N.D.
. 1954 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1955 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1956 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1957 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1958 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1959 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1960 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1961 10 $6.35 $64
1962 , N.D. N.D. N.D.
1963 ’ N.D. N.D. N.D.
1964 i 1003 $4.20 $4,213
1965 % 1057 $4.75 $5,021
1966 - 1048 $4.71 $4,936
1967 : 890 $4.90 $4,361
1968 ‘ 1412 $6.65 $9,390
1969 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1970 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1971 ? N.D. N.D. N.D.
1972 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1973 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1974 1640 $4.78 $7,839
1975 31 $4.78 $148
1976 848 $4.50 $3,816
1977 ’ 656 $5.83 $3,824
1978 1239 $5.45 $6,753
1979 1132 $19.33 $21,882
1980 1094 $16.12 $17,635
1981 . 807 $7.75 $6,254
1982 515 $4.05 $2,086
1983 _ 488 $5.51 $2,689
1984 661 $6.46 $4,270
1985 642 $6.35 $4,077
1986 2142 $7.08 $15,165
1987 1218 $8.02 $9,768
1988 - 408 $4.65 $1,896
1989 309 $5.43 $1,678
1990 ‘ 66 $0.75 $50

|
N.D. - NO DATA
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SUMMARY OF FUR DEALER PURCHASES 1953/54 - 1990/91

YEAR COYOTE AVERAGE TOTAL

] PRICE VALUE
1953 N.D. N.D. N.D.

i 1954 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1955 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1956 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1957 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1958 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1959 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1960 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1961 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1962 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1963 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1964 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1965 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1966 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1967 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1968 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1969 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1970 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1971 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1972 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1973 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1974 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1975 7 $10.00 $70
1976 22 $10.00 $220
1977 90 $10.00 $900
1978 292 $24.62 $7,189
1979 413 $27.20 $11,234
1980 128 $21.40 $2,739
1981 210 $25.40 $5,334
1982 315 $13.68 $4,309
1983 287 $8.18 $2,348
1984 257 $5.30 $1,362
1985 216 $8.19 $1,769
1986 535 $12.06 $6,452
1987 437 $7.34 $3,208
1988 71 $3.49 $248
1989 32 $3.03 $97
1990 45 $1.00 $45
N.D. - NO DATA v
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COYOTE FUR DEALER REPORT

LONG TERM TRENDS (1953—1990)
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SUMMARY OF FUR DEALER PURCHASES 1953/54 - 1990/91

YEAR BOBCAT AVERAGE TOTAL BOBCAT
PRICE VALUE TAG

19563 3 $0.15 $0
1954 6 $0.13 $1

! 1955 1 $0.25 $0
19586 17 $0.66 $11
1957 4 $0.31 $1
1958 4 $0.56 $2
1959 9 $0.70 $6
1960 6 $0.60 $4
1961 104 $1.11 $115
1962 33 $1.28 $42
1963 87 $1.09 $95
1964 - 89 §1.76 $157
1965 109 $3.27 $356
1966 141 $1.55 $219
1967 57 $3.21 $183
1968 372 $6.06 $2,254
1969 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1970 12 $3.44 $41
1971 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1972 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1973 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1974 607 $8.80 $5,342
1975 736 $20.00 $14,720
1976 138 $40.00 $29,520
1977 603 $25.40 $15,316 608
1978 889 $96.50 $85,789 692
1979 589 $65.33 $38,479 741
1980 470 $81.00 $38,070 753
1981 368 $45.17 $16,623 351
1982 706 847.61 $33,613 496
1983 603 $30.90 . $18,633 488
1984 645 $49.19 $31,728 553
1985 510 $46.53 $23,730 599
1986 949 $67.47 $64,029 944
1987 813 $57.33 $46,609 734
1988 278 $33.49 $3,617 387
1989 108 $19.00 $532 176
1990 28 $11.15 $312 92

N.D. - NO DATA
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SUMMARY OF FUR DEALER PURCHASES 1953/54 - 1990/91

YEAR WEASEL AVERAGE TOTAL
. PRICE VALUE
1953 107 $0.63 $67
. 1954 69 $0.82 ' $57
1955 111 $0.92 $102
1956 87 $0.75 $65
1857 59 $0.71 $42
1958 50 $0.67 $34
1959 70 80.75 $53
1960 67 $0.70 $47
1961 217 $§0.51 $111
1962 66 $0.74 $49
1963 ! 39 $0.60 $23
1964 : 62 $0.56 $35
1965 58 $0.64 $37
1966 ‘ 54 $0.65 $35
1967 25 $0.60 $15
1968 108 $0.63 $68
1969 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1970 4 $0.51 $2
1971 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1972 : N.D. N.D. N.D.
1973 N.D. N.D. N.D.
1974 | 61 $1.40 $85
1975 27 $1.40 $38
1976 51 $1.00. ‘ 551
1977 82 $0.92 $75
1978 117 $1.24 $145
1979 104 $0.56 $568
1980 43 $0.50 $22
1981 22 $0.60 $13
1982 83 N.D. N.D.
i983 29 §0.25 $7
1984 20 N.D N.D.
1985 - 21 N.D N.D.
1986 12 N.D N.D.
1987 4 N.D N.D.
1988 6 N.D N.D.
1989 1 N.D N.D.
1990 1 N.D N.D.

N.D. - NO DATA
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WEASEL — FUR DEALER REPORT

LONG TERM TRENDS (1953—-1990)
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RACCOON
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HISTORY OF RACCOON MANAGEMENT IN TENNESSEE

- In 1949 the Tennessee General Assembly created the Game and Fish Commission--now
known as the Ténnessee Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA). From the beginning the Agency
was charged with the protection and enhancement of the game and fish within the State. By virtue
of Tennessee Code Annotated (TCA) 70-1-301, the State Legislature declared that the policies of
the TWRA would be nonpartisan and that the Agency must place the welfare of the State's
wildlife and their environments first and foremost. Secondly, the TWRA was encouraged to
develop the native wildlife for the benefit of all the citizens of Tennessee. In other words, the
TWRA is required by law to consider the welfare of, in this case, the raccoon over the people's
privilege to hunt and chase the animal. '

In addition TCA 70-4-107 gives the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Commission (TWRC)
the authority to set hunting seasons and bag limits for all wildlife when a surplus of game has been
determined. Seasons and bag limits are based upon the best biological data available at the time.
For most species, the season-setting process has functioned smoothly and professionally.

If the two statutes, TCA 70-1-301 and TCA 70-4-107, had been strictly followed, the
TWRA and the TWRC would have been solely responsible for setting the raccoon seasons across
the State for the past 40 years. However, raccoon hunters who disagreed with the Commission's
decisions on training and hunting season dates and bag limits, took their arguments to the General
Assembly. As a result, laws were passed, such as TCA 70-4-112, legalizing year-round training
of coon hounds. Eventually special "private acts," amending the year-round training season in a
particular county, were introduced and passed (TCA 70-4-122) making a jumble of training
seasons across Tennessee.

As with all wildlife, the raccoon is a product of its habitat. The more productive the
habitat the more animals the area can support. In Tennessee more raccoons are found west of the
Cumberland Plateau. Mountainous areas, although forested, do not constitute high quality
raccoon habitat. There are far fewer animals per acre in the east than in the bottomland hardwood
forests of West Tennessee. The scientific literature and years of contracted research by the
University of Tennessee, Knoxville (U.T.); Tennessee Technological University; and Memphis
State Universtiy have confirmed this point. But this biological fact has been the center of a long-
heated controversy between raccoon hunters (especially from East Tennessee) and the TWRA.
The TWRA simply feels that raccoon populations are not high enough in East Tennessee to
support a hunting season similar to those in West and Middle Tennessee because the habitat will
not support as many animals. Some East Tennessee hunters do not agree and feel that stocking
raccoons will solve the problem.

In the mid-1970s, an attempt was made to bolster the raccoon population in the East. An
experimental raccoon restoration project was initiated in Blount, Loudon and Monroe counties.
After determining the population level of the resident animals, hundreds of raccoons were
imported from West Tennessee, tagged, and some radio collared. The project was intended to see
how well the released animals would fare in a new environment and to determine the feasibility of
a restoration-stocking program (not a put and take effort). As a result of this project, the TWRA
recommended more restrictive hunting and training seasons than were in place in East Tennessee
at the time. Local raccoon clubs objected strongly and eventually the program was abandoned.

In 1980, the Tennessee Attorney General declared that the numerous private acts were
"vague, confusing, and varied drastically from locality to locality." By the summer of 1982, the
controversy heightened as raccoon populations continued to decline in East Tennessee and more
and more private acts were passed across the State. By 1983, 60 of Tennessee's 95 counties had
special laws regulating the hunting of raccoons and the training of coon hounds. Finally, the
Commission simply closed the raccoon season in East Tennessee (east of U.S. Hwy. 56).

In 1983, the General Assembly, after much debate, repealed local county acts governing
raccoon seasons in the eastern portion of the State and passed an amendment to TCA 70-4-112.
This guaranteed the areas east of U.S. Hwy. 56 a minimum six months dog training beginning in
June and a six weeks taking season. Most areas west of Hwy. 56, where raccoon populations
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remained healthy, still had a year-round training season. In 1984, the Legislature moved that
boundary east to U.S. Hwy. 27, thus reestablishing a year-round training season for coon dogs
between Highways 56 and 27. To reflect their concern for this native species, the TWRC did not
recommend the lengthening of either the training or the hunting seasons, nor did they recommend
the opening of a trapping season in East Tennessee.

In the spring of 1986, the Commission, after negotiations with the East Tennessee
Houndsman Association, compromised and set the coon dog training season from September 1
through April 10 and placed the six weeks hunting season within those training season dates.
Additionally, any raccoon dog club was permitted to have seven sanctioned field trails a year
during the closed season, provided the county wildlife officer be notified in writing at least 10
days prior to the event (Rules and Regulations 1660-1-4-.01).

Currently most West Tennessee counties have year-round dog training with no apparent
detriment to the raccoon population. This again can be attributed to the more productive habitat.
Conversely, almost all our wildlife management areas (WMAs) have very limited raccoon hunting
seasons and virtually no training. As a result, hunter success is high but the season is extremely
short (six to nine days in some areas).

The Agency is very cautious in liberalizing raccoon training seasons in areas where
raccoon numbers are not high. We have concluded a cooperative study with U.T. to evaluate the
impacts of hunting raccoons and training at different seasons of the year. The study took place on
Chuck Swan WMA north of Knoxville. And while our overall understanding of the cumulative
impacts of the training season has not been determined, data indicate that chasing raccoons in the
spring and summer months is harmful to the population. It has been documented that illegal
activities (killing the animal out of season) increase during the training season. Additionally, this
study concluded that raccoon populations in East Tennessee cannot withstand the hunting pressure
like the populations in the West, a deduction which is unpalatable to some local hunters.

In conclusion, the Agency is presently managing the raccoons in East Tennessee by setting
very conservative hunting, trapping and training seasons.

Currently, the TWRA maintains three major raccoon management units in West, Middle
and East Tennessee. The West Tennessee Unit, which as the highest populations, is located west
of Kentucky and Pickwick lakes. The hunting season extends from the third Friday in October to
February 15; the bag limit is two per person per night. The trapping season goes from the Friday
before Thanksgiving to February 15. The Middle Tennessee Unit is situated between Kentucky
and Pickwick lakes on the west and the East Tennessee Unit. The hunting season is the first
Friday in November to February 15, and the bag limit is one per person. The trapping season is
December 1 through January 9. The East Tennessee Unit is those counties that lie entirely east of
U.S. Hwy. 27. The season begins the first Friday in November and extends to December 31, a
little over the minimum six weeks. The bag limit is one per party which is considered the
occupants of one vehicle. The nine day trapping season is January 1-9.
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RACCOON FIELD BAG CHECK DATA, 1975/76-1990/91 SEASONS

WMA
SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB
1975 KILL/TRIP 0.00 0.50 0.86 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.19 0.15 0.09 0.00 0.00
1976 KILL/TRIP 0.58 0.23 0.32 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.14 0.10 0.11 0.00 0.00
1977 KILL/TRIP _ 0.31 0.48 0.64 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.08 0.13 0.1 0.11 0.00
1978 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR
1979 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR
1980 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR
1981 KILL/TRIP 0.24 0.19 0.26 0.14 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.08 0.04 0.06 0.05 0.00
1982 KILL/TRIP 0.40 0.30 0.23 0.67 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.06 0.08 0.06 0.16 0.00
1983 KILL/TRIP, 0.36 0.5 -~ 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.10 0.18 0.00 0.00
1984 KILL/TRIP 0.35 0.45 0.13 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.06 0.11 0.06 0.00
1985 KILL/TRIP 0.51 0.33 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.06 0.07 0.06 0.00
1986 KILL/TRIP 0.38 0.26 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.06 0.06 0.00 0.00
1987 KILL/TRIP 0.71 0.13 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.33 0.03 0.00 0.00
1988 KILL/TRIP 0.20 0.5 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR ' 0.04 0.03 0.00 0.00
1989 KILL/TRIP 0.71 1.21 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.17 0.28 0.00 0.00
1990 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR 0.12 0.07 0.00 0.00
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RACCOON FIELD BAG CHECK DATA, 1975/76-1990/91 SEASONS

i REGION I
SEP ocCT NOV DEC JAN FEB
1975 KILL/TRIP 0.15 0.29 0.24 0.33 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.03 0.08 0.10 . 0.07 0.00
1976 KILL/TRIP 0.33 0.21 0.29 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.08 0.06 0.11 0.03 0.00
1977 KILL/TRIP 0.30 0.17 0.18 0.29 0.30
KILL/HOUR 0.05 0.04 0.04 0.05 . 0.017
1978 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR
1979 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR
1980 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR ‘
1981 KILL/TRIP 0.03 0.16 0.25 0.00 0.09
KILL/HOUR 0.01 0.04 0.07 0.00 0.03
1982 KILL/TRIP 0.18 0.13
KILL/HOUR 0.06 0.02
1983 KILL/TRIP 0.20 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.02 0.00
1984 KILL/TRIP 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.00 0.00
1985 KILL/TRIP ’ 0.33 0.50
KILL/HOUR 0.07 0.06
1986 KILL/TRIP 0.45 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.09 0.00
1987 KILL/TRIP 0.33 0.84
KILL/HOUR 0.03 0.16
1988 KILL/TRIP 0.47 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.06 0.00
1989 KILL/TRIP 0.10 0.24 0.33
KILL/HOUR 0.04 0.09 0.55
1990 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR 0.04 0.08 0.00
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RACCOON FIELD BAG CHECK DATA, 1975/76-1990/91 SEASONS

REGION II
SEP oCT NOV DEC JAN FEB
1975 KILL/TRIP 0.26 0.00 0.40 0.50 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.12 0.00 0.14 0.20 0.00
1976 KILL/TRIP 0.20 0.33 0.00 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.05 ~0.14 0.00 0.00 0.00
1977 KILL/TRIP 0.50 0.50 0.00 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.12 0.10 0.00 0.00 - 0.00
1978 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR
1979 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR
1980 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR
1981 KILL/TRIP 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.05 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
1982 KILL/TRIP 0.00 0.00 0.50 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.00 0.00 -0.25 0.00 0.00
1983 KILL/TRIP 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.06 0.00 0.00 0.00
1984 KILL/TRIP _ 0.27 0.00 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.07 0.00 0.00 0.00
1985 KILL/TRIP 0.27 0.00 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.09 0.00 0.00 0.00
1986 KILL/TRIP 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
1987 KILL/TRIP 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
‘ KILL/HOUR 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
1988 KILL/TRIP 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
1989 KILL/TRIP 0.33 0.00 0.60 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.14 0.00 0.08 0.00
1990 KILL/TRIP ' ,
KILL/HOUR 0.13 0.00 0.00 0.00
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RACCOON FIELD BAG CHECK DATA, 1975/76-1990/91 SEASONS

REGION III
- SEP OoCT NOV DEC JAN FEB
1975 KILL/TRIP 0.25 0.00 0.80 0.64 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.10 0.16 0.20 0.12 0.10
1976 KILL/TRIP 0.39 0.65 0.17 0.00 0.25
KILL/HOUR _ 0.16 0.21 0.05 0.12 0.11
1977 KILL/TRIP 0.32 0.64 0.00 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.10 0.24 0.12 0.13 0.00
1978 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR
1979 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR
1980 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR
1981 KILL/TRIP 0.38 0.08 0.58 0.20 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.11 0.04 0.11 0.06 0.117
1982 KILL/TRIP 0.45 0.13 0.44 0.21 0.40
KILL/HOUR 0.11 0.05 0.11 . 0.05 0.13
1983 KILL/TRIP 0.45 0.00 0.24 0.11
KILL/HOUR 0.14 0.09 0.03 0.03
1984 KILL/TRIP 0.36 0.43 0.00 0.05
KILL/HOUR 0.09 0.14 0.20 0.25
1985 KILL/TRIP 0.13 0.00 0.50 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.07 0.03 0.11 0.00
1986 KILL/TRIP 0.38 0.87 0.00 0.56
KILL/HOUR 0.13 0.14 0.07 0.25
1987 KILL/TRIP 0.60 0.71 0.13 0.00
KILL/HOUR _ 0.23 0.18 0.05 0.060
1988 KILL/TRIP 0.62 0.33 0.83 0.57
KILL/HOUR 0.17 0.14 0.30 0.19
1989 KILL/TRIP 0.40 0.58 0.50 0.50
KILL/HOUR 0.12 0.20 0.25 0.14
1990 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR 0.09 0.14 0.06 0.00
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RACCOON FIELD BAG CHECK DATA, 1975/76-1990/91 SEASONS

REGION IV
SEP OCT Nov DEC JAN FEB
1975 KILL/TRIP 0.39 0.50 0.60 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.09 0.12 0.16 0.04 0.00
1976 KILL/TRIP 0.57 0.88 0.25 0.00 0.867
KILL/HOUR 0.18 0.15 0.06 0.00 0.24
1977 KILL/TRIP 0.45 0.61 0.30 0.71 0.30
KILL/HOUR 0.12 0.18 0.07 0.25 0.06
1978 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR
1979 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR
1980 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR
1981 KILL/TRIP 0.61 0.48 0.15 0.35 0.25
KILL/HOUR 0.17 0.17 0.05 0.16 0.09
1982 KILL/TRIP 0.21 0.41 0.00 0.07 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.06 0.13 0.09 0.02 0.00
1983 KILL/TRIP 0.55 0.38 0.00 0.50
KILL/HOUR 0.12 0.11 0.25 0.33
1984 KILL/TRIP 0.50 0.50 0.00 0.00
- KILL/HOUR 0.16 0.20 0.00 0.00
1985 KILL/TRIP 0.70 0.67 0.25 0.71
KILL/HOUR 0.18 0.17 0.05 0.25
1986 KILL/TRIP 0.60 0.50 0.41 0.20
KILL/HOUR 0.12 0.06 0.14 0.11
1987 KILL/TRIP 1.04 0.40 0.00 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.36 0.22 0.00 0.00
1988 KILL/TRIP 0.71 0.00 0.25 0.50
KILL/HOUR 0.28 0.38 0.08 0.13
1989 KILL/TRIP 1.57 0.50 0.00 0.80
KILL/HOUR 0.23 0.20 0.50 0.27
1990 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR 0.21 0.33 0.16 0.00
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RACCOON FIELD BAG CHECK DATA, 1975/76-1990/91 SEASONS

STATEWIDE
. , SEP oCcT NOV DEC JAN FEB
1975 KILL/TRIP 0.27 0.29 0.46 0.43 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.08 0.10 0.12 0.09 0.07
1976 KILL/TRIP 0.53 0.41 0.29 0.00 0.36
KILL/HOUR 0.15 0.11 0.10 0.05 0.14
1977 KILL/TRIP 0.36 0.38 0.26 0.37 0.30
KILL/HOUR 0.09 0.10 0.05 0.09 0.06
1978 XILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR |
1979 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR
1980 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR
1981 KILL/TRIP 0.27 0.25 0.39 0.21 0.13
KILL/HOUR 0.08 0.07 0.09 0.07 0.07
1982 KILL/TRIP 0.24 0.26 0.22 0.17 0.29
KILL/HOUR 0.06 0.08 0.06 0.05 0.09
1983 KILL/TRIP 0.41 0.40 0.24 0.18
KILL/HOUR : 0.10 0.09 0.04 0.05
1984 KILL/TRIP 0.35 0.46 0.09 0.50
KILL/HOUR ' 0.07 0.13 0.06 0.25
1985 KILL/TRIP 0.45 0.39 0.29 0.50
KILL/HOUR 0.08 0.07 0.07 0.13
1986 KILL/TRIP 0.39 0.37 0.37 0.38
KILL/HOUR 0.07 0.08 0.10 0.15
1987 KILL/TRIP 0.70 0.44 0.13 0.00
KILL/HOUR 0.17 0.10 0.05 0.00
1988 KILL/TRIP 0.34 0.38 0.63 0.55
KILL/HOUR 0.08 0.08 0.19 0.16
1989 KILL/TRIP 0.68 0.74 0.46 0.64
KILL/HOUR 0.15 0.22 . 0.28 0.17
1990 KILL/TRIP
KILL/HOUR 0.12 0.08 0.09 0.00
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RACCOON SCENT-STATION MODEL - WESTERN TENNESSEE
Station

One meter circle of sifted sand. Cotton ball attached to
tongue depressor.

Scent
Bobcat urine. Cottonball is saturated with scent.
Line

Each line consists of 10 scent-stations located at 0.2 mile
intervals along a continuous route.

Consistency

Goal is to sample the presence or absence of raccoons .in the
area. It is to get the raccoon to visit the station. "It is
not to determine how far the animal can be attracted.
Therefore, effort is made to place the station in the most
likely place (within approximately .2 miles) in which a visit
will be obtained. Conditions at raccoon sites may change
each month (water levels go down, etc.) so the best station
site may also change. Consistency in the method is obtained
by consistently selecting the most likely site for a visit.
The investigator is making the greatest effort to get a
raccoon visit at each station.

Sensitivity

The method is .sensitive to large changes in population
numbers and not to small changes. It 1s sensitive to
differences in major habitat types but will not consistently
distinguish differences between somewhat similar habitat.
This is the case even though the investigator might rate one
habitat type as better than a similar one for whatever
reason. In areas of low raccoon density, the technique as
applied here does not have the sensitivity to detect changes
in population abundance.

Habitat

Due to the sensitivity (or lack of sensitivity), habitats are
grouped into two categories.

Type-I includes:

Bottomland and shoreline forest. Examples--Hatchie
Refuge; forested areas in the Mississippi River
floodplain such as on Shelby Forest and Anderson-Tully
Wildlife Management Areas. Areas within approximately
1.5 mile of shoreline of major lakes and rivers.



Example--forested areas along Kentucky Lake shoreline.
Tree species associated with this habitat are given in
the text of this report. Permanent water and some
hardwoods with >50 cm dbh characterize this habitat.

Type-II includes:

Upland forest (those areas not included in Type-I).
Examples--Ames Plantation, Natchez Trace Wildlife
Management Area, Land Between the Lakes along North-
South Trail, Hillville area of Hatchie National
Wildlife Refuge, and Chicksaw Wildlife Management Area.
Tree species associated with much of this habitat are
given in the text of this report.

Density (winter) and Scent-Station Visitation Rate (June or July)
Type-I habitaﬁ:

Expected visitation = 400 to 800. Represents winter
density of approximately 1 raccoon per 24 acres.

Type-II habitat:

Expected visitation = 100 to 400. Represents winter
density of approximately 1 raccoon per 50 acres.

Time or Season

Visitation should be sampled when the population densitites
are the greatest. For western Tennessee, June appears to be
the best month. July will probably give similar results.

Recording Results

NO = A station which is not operable or inoperable. If one
or several animals have disrupted the station to the
extent that tracks cannot be properly read. If the
substrate is frozen. If the cotton and stick are gone
or down (even if the cotton is still within the
circle), record it as NO but indicate on the data sheet
what the situation was. Always indicate why the NO was
recorded. However, if the station is disrupted but
raccoon tracks are present, a raccoon visit should be
recorded (the raccoon visit counts even if the cotton
is down, etc.).

{
No Visitation = No tracks present.

UnI.D. = Tracks present but they cannot be determined.
*Raccoon = When target species is present, list it first

andindicate a star or an asterick to the left of
the station number on the data sheet.

E
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Example General Notes

1. Opossum
2. Raccoon, fox, rabbit Station adjacent to pond

Data Sheets -

Always complete the information on the data sheets. Be sure
to indicate the investigator.

Index -

This is the visitation rate divided by the number of operable
stations.

Example: 10 station line
3 stations with raccoon visits
8‘operable stations
3/8 X 1000 = 375
INDEX = 375
Reference -

Kennedy, M. L. 1987. Utilization of scent-station methodology to
assess raccoon populations. TWRA Tech. Rept. No. 87-3. 50 pp.
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AVERAGE INDEX

WEST TENNESSEE RACCOON SCENT POST SURVEY
TYPE I AND II HABITATS: JUNE 1983-1991

sdoL /\

g
1

: .
\\
\\

‘lm i b i ] i i i . j i
1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991
. YEAR '

—a TYPE I HABITAT _o_TYPE II HABITAT

Index — This is the visitation rate divided by the number of operable scent post stations times 1000.
Example: 10 station line: 3 stations with raccoon visits + 8 operable stations = 3/8 X 1000 = 375. .
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RIVER OTTER
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WEST TENNESSEE RIVER OTTER STATUS REPORT

The river otter (Lutra canadensis) is the largest
semiaquatic predator found in Tennessee. Since recent
observations and accidental captures by trappers and
commercial fishermen have increased in the western end of
the state, its distribution and population status has Dbeen
the subject of much discussion and speculation.

According to Hall and Kelson (1959) there were few streams
or lakes in North America that did not support populations
of river otters. So, it can be assumed that the animal
ranged statewide when the first European settlers arrived in
the Tennessee Valley in the late eighteenth century.

Since then, the otter's range has been drastically reduced
here as well as across the state. Human encroachment,
habitat destruction and over harvest are factors that
eliminated this mammal from marginal portions of its range
(Melquist and Dronkert 1988; Polechla 1988). Intense
harvesting for the valuable pelts may have been particularly
detrimental during the 1800s. In 1896, Rhoads reported the
river otter as a "rare but constant inhabitant of all larger
streams” in Tennessee. The last reported sighting of an
otter inside the Great Smoky Mountains National Park area
was in 1936 (Linzey and Linzey 1968). By the mid 1950s, the
heaviest populations were reported along the Hatchie River
while it was virtually non-existent in the remainder of the
state (Shultz 1954).

Since the 1960s, beaver (Castor canadensis) populations have
dramatically increased in the mid-continental United States,
including western Tennessee. Wetlands, created by beavers,
have partially offset the pervasive wetland destruction by
humans, and consequently, otter populations have responded
(Polechla 1988). :

In 1974, the Tennessee General Assembly passed the Nongame
and Endangered Species Act. The following year, the otter
was placed on the Tennessee threatened 1list through the
enactment of Proclamation 75-15 and subsequent proclamations
which provided further protection under T.C.A. 79-8-108.
Periodic inventories were required to assess the status of
species listed.

Although the distribution and presence of otters in an area
can easily be determined by searching for scat, tracks and
other signs, there is no simple method for censusing river
otter populations (Melquist and Hornocker 1979). In 1986,
TWRA Region I initiated a river otter distribution survey to
collect data on the geographical range of otter in West
Tennessee. Information such as reliable sightings and
accidental trappings were recorded (Tables 1 and 2) and
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plotted on a map. No similar surveys have been conducted in
the other three TWRA administrative regions. For the period
1986-88, a total of 130 otters were reported accidently
trapped in Region I. Live otters sightings were reported 99
times during this same period.

Table 1. River otter sightings and accidental trappings in
TWRA administrative Region I from 1986 through 1988.

Year Sightings Accidental Trappings Total
1986 s s 128
1987 24 8 32
1988 27 42 69
Total 99 130 229

—————————————————————— ———— — — — — S G TP TER T - —— — — — A T W T ———— A W ———— O ——

Table 2. Total river otter sightings and ‘accidental
trappings by county in TWRA administrative Region I from
1986 through 1988.

County Slghtlngs Accidental Trapplngs Total
Benton 2. 1 3
Carroll 4 4 8
Chester , 3 1 4
Crockett 2 2
Decatur 1 1
Dyer 5 17 22
Fayette 7 5 12
Gibson 2 2
Hardeman 21 6 27
Hardin 3 3
Haywood 2 27 29
Henderson

Henry 5 6 11
Houston

Humphreys

Lake 4 3 7
Lauderdale 9 2 : 11
McNairy 9 2 11
Madison 3 15 18
Obion 4 9 13
Perry
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Table 2. Cont.

County Sightings Accidental Trappings Total
Shelby 9 7 16

Stewart

Tipton 2 12 14

Weakley 2 2

Total 99 130 229

TWRA personnel have stated that these accidental captures
represent only a  fraction of the actual catch (G. W. Cook,

TWRA, Jackson, Tenn., pers. commun.). Many otters trapped
or drowned in ~commercial fishing gear go unreported
annually. These known sightings and captures have

documented that the river otter is not surviving in isolated
populations but has established itself throughout the major
drainages west of Kentucky Lake.

In the spring of 1988, upon recommendation from Region I,
the TWRA agreed to assess the status of the river otter for
possible removal from the threatened list in West Tennessee.
Public comments were solicited, and in May 1989 the
Commission removed the river otter from the threatened list
in all drainages west of Kentucky and Pickwick lakes.

The following June, an experimental otter trapping season
was set to further evaluate the status of these populations.
All otters taken during this season were required to be
marked with TWRA approved tags. Carcasses were also
collected to determine the taxonomic status, food habits,
reproductive biology and age structures in the population.
This limited harvest season also allowed otters accidently
captured to be utilized. Tables 3 and 4 summarize the data
collected during the 1989/90 and 1990/91 trapping seasons.

While TWRA data has indicated a harvestable otter
population, concern over similar looking animals in other
countries has led to pelt tagging procedures as mandated
through the Convention on International Trade in Endangered

Species (CITES). In order to qualify for U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service export authority, the TWRA has to prove
such a season is not detrimental to the population. The

data obtained during this season should shed some insight on
such issues as local distribution, abundance, vulnerability
to harvest and non-trapping mortality which will be used to
decide if export authority is warranted. Presently,
Tennessee otter pelts cannot be legally exported from the
United States.
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Procedures for tagging otter pelts and carcass collection:

Ta

1.

in

Persons taking otters during this season are required
to have the pelts tagged as authorized by Proclamation.

Otter tag record data forms and tags will Dbe
distributed via regional furbearer biologists.

Tags and instructions will be issued by appropriate
regional personnel or persons who can supply accurate
harvest information for the otter tag record. See
attached instruction sheet.

All harvest records should be returned to the regional
furbearer biologist, along with unused tags.

Otter tag records should be reviewed and edited by the
regional furbearer biologist prior to submission to the
Wildlife Division Office in Nashville. All unused tags
will be returned to the Wildlife Division.

Carcass Collection:

1.

2.

Individuals tagging hides will be strongly requested to
bring in carcasses.

Contact should be made with 1local fur dealers,
trappers, sportsmen groups and farmers to relay our
need for carcasses.

Information such as tag number, date, county, location
and sex will be recorded on both sides of the data card
and attached to the animal. Also record your name and
the name of the person submitting the carcass. Use a
pencil to record data; some inks will fade in the
freezer or smear when wet.

Contact your regional furbearer bioclogist to make

arrangements for transport. Each carcass should be
taken, as soon as possible, designated holding
facilities. A freezer will be available there. The

following holding facilities are:

Whiteville Lake

Humbolt Lake

Shelby Forest WMA

Kentucky Lake WMA - Camden Workbase
Reelfoot WMA

TWRA Region I Office - Jackson

Kenneth R. Jones - Fur Dealer, Brighton, TN
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6. Contact with Memphis State will be made after the
sample is obtained and pick-up will be arranged.

Distribution of Final Report:

Copies of <completed theses and progress reports are
available upon request from the Wildlife Division, TWRA,
Nashville.

Schedule:

Prior to trapping season - All tags and tag records
' should be issued to
appropriate personnel.

Trapping season - Otter tags issued to
public.

Feb. 16 - Mar. 1 - Return tags and records
to regional furbearer
biologist.

Mar. 2 - Mar. 15 - Review and editing of
harvest information by
regional furbearer
biologist - Return to
Wildlife Division.

Mar. 16 - Apr. 1 - Statewide review and
analysis of otter
information and return to
regions for distribution
to personnel.
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OTTER TAGGING INSTRUCTIONS

Since this otter data is computerized, it is impo'rtant that
it be accurate and clear for data entry. Do not tag any
out-of-state otter.

Be sure to include:

1. The tag number is comprised of four digits on the right
of the tag (avoid recording other information on the
tag for the tag number).

2. Be sure the "TWRA Area No." 1is correct (e.g. TWRA No.
12 for Tipton County).

3. Write in the County code number next to the county name
as listed on the attached, "County Code Sheet" (e.g.
Tipton - 84).

4. Be sure the Wildlife Officer's or other Agency

offical's signature or name is on the back of each
card.
5. Check for other inaccuracies that occur to a lesser

degree than those cited above.

OTTER TAG RECORD
Tag No. Date Killed
Sex: Male____ Female__ Unknown____ Weight
County River Drainage
Nearest Town : . TWRA Area #
Target Species: Primarily Otter - Yes No incidental Otter - Yes No
Was otter captured in beaver set? Yes No ‘
Type of trap: Conibear_____ Snare_____ Leg-hold Commercial Fishing Gear_____
It trapped for otter:  Number of traps used Number of days to catch
Name of Taker
Address State Zip
Ljsgn}g_uum Hunting Trapping Sportsman
Over 65 Landowner Young Sportsman
WR-0825 V
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